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In this course students are introduced to an Asian culture, the characteristics of which come into f
ocus in interaction with other cultures. This course is conducted in Japanese, but as very little 1li
terature on the selected culture group (the Hmong) is available in Japanese, English text materials

are utilized

(XD R E]

This course focuses on the Hmong people of Laos and Northern Thailand. Content areas covered include

Hmong myths and legends

The Hmong in historical perspective
Hmong clans and kinship

Hmong village organization

Hmong annual cycle of events

Hmong arts and crafts

Hmong religious beliefs

Hmong agriculture

Illness and curing among the Hmong

The Secret War

Recent Hmong immigration to America
Cultural adaptation to modern American life
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The objective of this class is to increase comprehension of academic readings of original materials
written in English.

(XD Rz HE]

In additions to lecturing by the instructor, in each class students present translations of assigned
materials to the class. Once presented, translations are compiled using an online wiki. Vocabulary
items must be added to the online class glossary, which is then accessible by all other students in
the class.

[BE EoEEEE]

Class participation is the most important aspect of this course. In class presentations account for
the largest part of final evaluations.

(PR 7]
Presentations — 40%
Class glossary and wiki entries — 20%
Mid-term and final exams - 40%

[ }F]

Students may choose texts from a reading list provided during the first class session of the
semester.

[Z2E 3]

Any good paper or electronic English-Japanese / Japanese—English dictionary
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This course provides an overview and examination of anthropological and sociological theories concer
ning minority groups within larger societies.

[REOERHE]

Among the topic areas covered in this course are:

Definitions and explorations of core concepts, including race, ethnicity, culture, and minority s
tatus.

2) A comparison of minority groups in Japan, Britain, and the United States

3) Characteristics of ethnic, racial, occupational, linguistic, religious, and other types of mi
norities.

4) Tdentity and ethnicity

5) Approaches to ethnicity

6) Sociological theories
7) Anthropological theories
8) Immigration Nation: implications for the future of Japan.

[BE EoEEEE]

Active participation in discussions is expected in this course

[FRAE 5 ]
Participation in discussions — 40%
Final report — 60%

[ }F]

To be announced

E 3TN
Werner Sollors, Theories of Ethnicity: A Classical Reader
Marcus Banks, Ethnicity: Anthropological Constructions
Brettell & Hollifield, Migration Theory: Talking across Disciplines
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